Background. Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) is an organism responsible for varying forms of infection and is considered a major public health threat. Carriage rates of MRSA in hospital personnel has been shown to be higher than the general population. Little research has been done to describe MRSA in emergency medical service (EMS) personnel and no known studies have been performed in Ohio EMS providers. The objective of this study is to use sample weights to determine the statewide nasal carriage prevalence of MRSA among Ohio EMS personnel and the associated risk factors.
